
Foundation 
of the University 
of London.

The University’s
fourth Charter,
signed by Queen
Victoria on 9 April,
opens the London
degree to those
who have not 
attended a college
affiliated to the
University, and so
founds what is
later known as the
External system.

University of London
examinations are first
held outside London,
at Queen’s College
Liverpool and 
Owens College in
Manchester.

The first ‘non-
collegiate’ students
graduate from the
University of London.

The University of 
London’s first 
overseas examinations
are first held at Royal
College, Port Louis,
Mauritius on 10 July.

University of London
examinations are
first held in Gibraltar.

The Special 
Examination for
Women is introduced
by the University 
of London.

University of London
examinations are 
first held in Tasmania
and the West Indies.

The first University of
London students to
obtain degrees after
taking examinations
overseas graduate in
Mauritius.

Foundation of the
London Society for
the Extension of
University Teaching.

University of London
examinations are
first held in India.

The University of
London awards
degrees to the
UK’s first women
graduates.

University of London
examinations are first
held in Canada.
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Timeline continued on the inside back cover pages

The first University
of London student
graduates after 
taking examinations
in Hong Kong.

Frederick Gowland
Hopkins, winner of
the Nobel Prize in
1929, graduates as 
a ‘non-collegiate’ 
student of the 
University of London.

MK (Mahatma)
Gandhi passes the
Matriculation 
examination of 
the University of
London.

University of London
examinations are
held in 18 centres
worldwide.

University of London
examinations are first
held in Singapore 
and Trinidad.

The Haldane Report
proposes to reduce
and eventually 
abolish the External
work of the 
University, but the
Report is laid aside
because of the 
advent of the First
World War in 1914.

HH Wells achieves
first class honours in
zoology and second
class honours in 
geology as a ‘non-
collegiate’ London
University student.

Re-establishment 
of the University 
of London with 
‘Internal’ and 
‘External’ sides, and
the same standards
for both.

DH Lawrence starts
to study for the 
University of London
BA as an External 
student at University
College Nottingham,
but does not 
complete the course.

University of London
examinations are first
held in Ceylon (Sri
Lanka).

At least 16 institutions
in England and Wales
are offering University
of London degrees by
‘External’ study.

Sidney Webb (later
Lord Passfield)
achieves a University
of London LLB as a
non-collegiate 
student.
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