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Responding to its ongoing growth, the
External Programme has relocated to larger
premises. An extensive refurbishment 
programme has brought together a number
of the University's outlying Schools,
Institutes and Departments into the newly

refurbished Stewart House (which adjoins
Senate House at the rear). It is hoped that
through the relocation we will improve 
communications and offer a better service
to our students.

Our new address is:

The External Programme

University of London

Stewart House

32 Russell Square

London WC1B 5DN

United Kingdom

Please note that all telephone numbers 
and email addresses remain unchanged.

The External Programme has moved
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Issue 2: Spring 2006

HRH The Princess Royal, Chancellor of the University
of London, at the official opening of Stewart House,
January 2006.

The External Programme has just launched
its postgraduate law degree in China. The
Master of Laws (LLM) programme is being
offered through the distinguished Shanghai
University of Finance and Economics (SUFE),
and will be available to both practising
lawyers and graduates employed in other
professions. Registration is now open for the
first intake and teaching is scheduled to
begin in October 2006. 

Sir Graeme Davies, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of London, commented: "We are
delighted that such a prestigious Chinese 
university has chosen to support our 
students in the year that China takes its
place as the fourth largest economy in 
the world. With the country's growing
engagement in global commerce, Chinese
lawyers understand that, in order to 'speak
the same language' as their foreign 
counterparts and negotiate most effectively,

they need to be equipped with the same
skills and tools as those in other countries.
World-class training in law will clearly benefit
China, as well as its trading partners."

Students can complete the LLM qualification
through a combination of self-study and face-
to-face support from SUFE in a minimum of
one year, or a maximum of five years. The
course content will be set and marked by
University of London academics and will
offer exactly the same standard of degree
conferred by the University in the UK.

Professor Hong Gengming, Deputy Dean of
the Law School at SUFE, said: "We have
decided to offer support to the University of
London because of its international academic
reputation. Although many Chinese institu-
tions offer distance learning, the Master of
Laws is a relatively underdeveloped area in
China and we look forward to drawing on 
the University of London's international 

experience and expertise to develop our local
capabilities."

The External Programme has been offering
students worldwide the opportunity to obtain
the LLM since 1925, and currently has 
1,500 registered students in more than 80
countries. The law faculty that manages the
programme is the only 5-Star-rated law 
faculty to offer a distance learning LLM.

��: www.london.ac.uk/llmexternal

From London to Shanghai
China’s trade-driven economic boom has brought a huge need for Chinese lawyers proficient in areas
such as intellectual property, banking, insurance and arbitration. The introduction of the University of
London External Programme’s LLM has therefore proved especially timely.



2 www.londonexternal.ac.uk

P
h

o
to

: C
o

u
rt

es
y 

o
f 

A
n

n
e 

C
ro

n
in

Positive relations
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Anne Cronin 
to the new role of Alumni Relations Manager. Anne comes to the
External Programme from Imperial College London, and prior to
that was the International Services Manager for Victoria University 
of Wellington in New Zealand. 

I am very excited about my new position as
Alumni Relations Manager for the External
Programme. In this role, I will be developing
a formal Alumni Association that will not
only enable you to contribute to the
University of London community but will
also allow you to have contact with other
alumni in your specific career field.

Having contact with other graduates gives
you the opportunity to share experiences
with people who understand the dedication
that it takes to complete a degree by 
distance learning. They are like-minded 
people who understand the stresses of 
juggling life with study, the difficulty in 
completing a degree without formal support
networks and will identify with your feelings
of pride when you were awarded your
University of London degree. 

Being an External Programme alumni 
member also has added advantages.
External Programme graduates are based 
in 180 countries worldwide giving you the
possibility to meet, talk to and liaise with
people in your profession across the world.
Having contact with such a wide group can
facilitate your own career development,
enable work placements abroad and 
broaden your horizons by giving you a 
better understanding of other countries 
and cultures.

The opportunity to develop an organisation
that spans so many countries and provides
a forum where graduates’ successes and
experiences are told will be an exciting and
rewarding challenge for me. Growing up in
New Zealand, my opportunities for meeting
people from diverse cultural backgrounds

were limited and because of this I have
focussed on learning more about different
countries, people and culture. Prior to my
move to London six months ago, I was
employed in the international education 
sector in New Zealand and had the 
opportunity to travel to many of the 
countries that you come from. Meeting 
students, listening to their experiences and
achievements was extremely rewarding 
and enjoyable and I am looking forward to
having increased contact with you to learn
about your life after graduation. 

I hope that you will become an active 
member of the External Programme Alumni
Association and attend the functions and
events that we intend to hold for our Alumni
throughout the world. I have no doubt that
the social and professional experiences you
have from meeting other External graduates
will be invaluable. To enable me to keep you
up to date with events, activities and news
within the Alumni organisation, please
ensure that you contact me with your latest
email and postal address. You can contact
me on external.alumni@london.ac.uk

I look forward to meeting you in the future.

Good morning newsletter,

I have just read through the first newsletter
and I would just like to express my support
for this new initiative. I am a graduate of
the External Programme, graduated in
August 2004. I have noticed over time 
that one loses contact with people after
graduation, so to have any contact, even 
in the form of the newsletter, with 
ex-fellow students is fantastic.

Thank you and well done on the 
newsletter.

Inela Weeks

BSc Politics and International Relations,

Australia

I want to congratulate the External 
Programme for this initiative. It is 
certainly an impressive first step to add
value and tradition to its stakeholders and a
powerful media for prospective students.
With similar endeavours, the challenge is
to sustain such effort and widen its reach
and I wish the University and the people
behind this initiative my very best wishes. 

Regards.

Marcus Teo

BSc Management, Singapore

Thanks so much for the first edition of
London Connection. I have fond memories
of my time studying for an MSc in
Environmental Management through
Imperial College. It was a hard go, but
intellectually stimulating and very valuable
professionally in my work as a consultant.
It was great to get news on programme
developments. 

I look forward to the next issue.

Cheers, 

Gord Stewart

MSc Environmental Management, 

New Zealand

Your feedback...
We’ve had an extremely positive response
to the first issue of the Alumni newsletter.
Many thanks to all those who have
emailed comments – we’ve included 
some examples below:

�

We’ve received several emails requesting information about purchasing University of

London merchandise. To view what’s on offer, please visit:

��: www.londonexternal.ac.uk/current_students/general_resources/merchandise
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Celebrating its 120th anniversary this year,
Royal Holloway, University of London,
enjoys an international reputation for the
highest quality teaching and research
across the sciences, arts and humanities.
Since Queen Victoria presided over the
grand opening ceremony in 1886, the
College has continued to grow in size and
status, building on the excellence of its
scholarship. 

Ranked in the top 10 research-led 
universities in the UK, Royal Holloway 
provides the academic direction for two
postgraduate programmes offered through
the External Programme, an MBA in
International Management and an MSc in
Information Security. 

The MBA is developed by the renowned
School of Management, recently 
accredited by AMBA (The Association of
MBAs) and now one of the elite Schools
delivering management programmes in
the UK. Designed to equip students with
the ability and skills to think globally and to
meet the needs of modern business, the
programme offers the opportunity to 
specialize in subjects of both international
and professional relevance.

The MSc in Information Security is 
developed by academics within the
Information Security Group (ISG), now
immortalized in Dan Brown’s bestselling
novel The Da Vinci Code. One of the 
foremost academic security groups in the
world, the ISG is at the cutting edge of
research into the design and evaluation of
smart cards, electronic commerce, 
security management, mobile 
telecommunications security, and the 
integration of security techniques into 
specific applications.

Further information:
www.londonexternal.ac.uk/mba

www.londonexternal.ac.uk/infosec

www.londonexternal.ac.uk

Did you know that...
� A total of 57 alumni and staff members 

of the University of London have been 
awarded Nobel prizes.

� King’s College London has been responsible
for some of the discoveries that have shaped
the modern world such as the development
of antiseptic and the discovery of the 
structure of DNA.

� The Institute of Cancer Research has 
isolated more cancer genes than any 
other organization.

� The School of Oriental and African Studies 
is the world's largest centre for the study 
of Asia, Africa and the Middle East.

� No fewer than five Goldsmiths Art graduates
have gone on to win the prestigious 
Turner Prize.
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Focus on:
Royal Holloway,
University of London
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The secret of my success
An interview with LLB graduate, May Ling Wong

�

Hong Kong student May Ling Wong is a
recent addition to the illustrious ranks of
University of London LLB graduates. What's
more, she is now the proud owner of a First
Class degree – a remarkable achievement,
particularly given the added pressures of
External study. But before we talk about the
result, what made her choose the External
Programme in the first place?

“I particularly liked the way in which the 
programme was structured. It gave me the
flexibility I wanted. Another influential factor
was being able to get a qualification from a
prestigious institution like the University 
of London.”

With additional educational support provided
by a local institution, HKU SPACE, May Ling
managed to complete in the minimum study
period of three years.  So, after three years
of intense hard work, how did it feel to get a
First? “To be honest, it still hasn't really sunk
in. I remember reading the Student
Handbook in my first year, looking at the
range of classifications awarded, and thinking

to myself 'Well, there's no way
I'll get a First, so I'll just

try my best to get a 
2:1'. Of course I'm
extremely pleased with
the result, and the fact
it has opened so many
doors for me.” 

As she was 
working and

studying at the

same time, good time management skills
proved absolutely essential. What kind of
study routine did she have? “In the first year,
it didn't quite hit home how much there was
to learn until it was close to the exams, so
there were days where I literally revised
through the night until it was time for work.
In the second year, I paced myself a bit 
better, and began earlier in the year.”

It seems that her hard work is already paying
off, and that gaining the LLB has resulted in
some major, life-changing decisions. “I'm
now doing a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Laws in order to progress onto legal training.
I've already decided to change my career 
completely, from medical research to law,
and there's no way I would've been able to
do that without the University of London. 
I've thought about pursuing an LLM, but will
leave that until a later stage when I've had
time to consider which area I'd like to do 
that in.”

Finally, after such an outstanding result,
there's the question that’s on the lips of
every single External student. Just what 
was the secret of her success? “One word 
– discipline. There really is no substitute for 
discipline when doing a degree by External
study. There's no one, apart from yourself,
who can make you sit down and open your
books every day, every night, while everyone
else seems to be out enjoying themselves.
Believe me, at the end of the day, it's worth
it, and it's a skill that will serve you well in
the future too.”
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Q: You studied as a mature student at LSE.
How important was this in shaping your
own views on widening access to 
educational opportunities? 

Widening access is the primary reason for my
involvement in the programme. I did not have
the chance to study when I was younger and
after leaving LSE and starting to teach in a
Further Education college I realised I had a
wonderful opportunity to do something 
for others. We started the first LSE access
programme in West London and when I
came back to the College I was asked to
develop the Diploma in Economics. There
have been some students who started at 
colleges with ‘Permission to teach’ the
Diploma in Economics who are now 
extremely successful. The programme still
shapes my deep commitment to widening
access.

Q: You’ve been involved with the External
Programme for almost 20 years. How has it
changed over this period?

It has changed enormously. I was lucky
enough to be part of the renaissance of the
External Programme. It was thought that it
would disappear with all the new university
provision in the UK and overseas. In the
eighties there were few students on the
undergraduate programmes. Until 1992, we
worked together with our University of
London colleagues to develop syllabuses and
work on operational issues. Since then, the
academic responsibility has moved to the

Lead Colleges and the operational issues and
registration are dealt with by the University.
For the programmes in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social
Sciences alone we have 13,000 students 
registered. I used to know nearly every 
student – unfortunately I do not know every
one now, but try to do so!

Q: Having spent many years meeting and
advising External students around the world,
are there any particular memories or stories
that stand out?

The first graduation ceremony of our Diploma
in Economics students in Hong Kong. This
was a celebration of the hard work and 
commitment of the lecturers and the 
students who were all part time. The grand
ceremonies in Malaysia, Singapore, Russia
and of course London where we see 
delighted students and their families 
celebrating success. Working with colleges
and their directors who have such faith in the
London programme, which were so small
and which are now very grand institutions
such as the Singapore Institute of
Management. Teaching on revision courses in
Malaysia with the Law lecturers; working
with our colleagues on the Study weekends
at LSE; working to ensure the materials get
to our lone student in St Helena and finally
seeing our students from the External
Programme graduating at LSE with their
PhDs. There have been some interesting
scary stories, for example the time I was 

kidnapped and was only freed because I
talked so much!

Q: As Programme Director you necessarily
have to wear several ‘hats’ – working closely
with LSE academics, extensive foreign travel,
advising students. What’s the most satisfying
aspect of your role?

It is impossible to separate the roles. I love
working and encouraging the academics and
of course the people in the External Study
office, Fay, Nancy, Catherine and Kate. I still
get excited every time I start a new journey
but I think advising and teaching students
must be the most important.

Q: Looking to the future, where do you see
the External Programme in 20 years time?

I believe that it will grow and we will have
strong relationships with the teaching 
institutions. There will still be considerable
face-to-face teaching but very well supported
by electronic means. I believe that the
University of London will be seen as a truly
international provider of education and our
students will be our best ambassadors.

Q: Finally, as a seasoned globetrotter, what
are your three top tips for those undertaking
international travel?

Enjoy it! Concentrate on the work that you
have to do and don't try and be a tourist at
the same time. Try and write up your reports
straight away. Have plenty of massages,
these are essential!

The London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE) is a world-leading
social science institution. Since its 
foundation in 1895, LSE has been regarded
as an international centre of academic 
excellence and innovation in the social 
sciences. Its teaching and research is 
recognised worldwide as a benchmark 
of quality.

Current areas of research and expertise
include globalisation, human rights, risk 
and business management, new 

communications technologies, urban
and regional policies, and new forms 
of governance.

LSE alumni and former staff include 13
Nobel prize winners and 30 past or present
heads of state. LSE academics come from 
all over the world and from many social, 
educational and ethnic backgrounds. They
are in constant demand as commentators
and analysts in the media, act as advisors 
to governments, and are seconded to 
national and international organisations.

www.londonexternal.ac.uk

Q & A with: 
Rosie Gosling, Director, LSE External Study
Surviving a kidnap attempt, circumnavigating the globe several
times over and providing a one-stop advice centre for External 
students – it’s all in a day’s work for Rosie Gosling.
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About the London School of Economics 
and Political Science

�

�

Rosie Gosling at an LSE study weekend
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The relationship between the Hong Kong
University School of Professional and
Continuing Education and the University of
London is very highly valued by me and my
colleagues in the Colleges of the University
who have, over the years, worked with their
SPACE colleagues to build a suite of 
academic programmes remarkable in both
range and depth.  

A great deal has been achieved by the School
since the first steps were taken those many
years ago in 1956 when it was initially
launched as the University's Department of
Extramural Studies. The levels of trust, 
commitment, support and friendship that have
been given to the University of London and its
Colleges are admirable – this has enabled us
to work together very successfully to the real
benefit of generations of students. 

It is clearly apparent that the contribution 
that the SPACE has made to educational
development in Hong Kong is of the highest
quality – not only because of its range of 
commitments from conventional diploma 
and degree programmes through continuing

professional development to the provision 
of services and consultancy to Government,
Commerce and Industry - but also because 
of its flexibility and its support for students 
at all levels.

Director, Members of the Governing Board,
academic and administrative staff of the
School – it is my pleasure both personally 
and on behalf of the University of London 
to congratulate you on your many years 
of achievement.

And finally, but not least, our congratulations
must also go to today's Graduands – the
School was pleased when you chose to 
study here – I have no doubt that all the 
staff are equally pleased to see you 
emerging today as successful graduates.

Celebrating half a century of academic excellence
2006 will mark a 50-year milestone in the relationship between HKU SPACE and the University of London. 
The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Graeme Davies, paid tribute to the special relationship at this year’s HKU SPACE 
graduation ceremony.
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Top photo: The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Graeme Davies,
speaking at this year’s graduation ceremony at 
HKU SPACE.

Bottom photo: The Vice-Chancellor with graduate May
Ling Wong and Professor Enoch Young, Director of
HKU SPACE.

Postgraduate application deadline dates
Applications for postgraduate study are
processed throughout the year. In order that
we can provide you with the best possible
service, you are strongly advised to apply 
as early as possible. Please note that some 
programmes have two entry points 
each year:

31 January Laws
MBA in International

Management 

[please also see 31 July]

1 April Economic Principles
Finance and Financial Law
Financial Economics
Financial Management
Public Policy and Management 
[please also see 17 November]

31 May Information Security 
International Primary Health 

Health Care

30 June Applied Educational Leadership 
and Management

MBA in Business Administration 
Citizenship and History Education
Clinical Trials
Epidemiology
Infectious Diseases
Public Health 

31 July Laws
MBA in International 

Management

[please also see 31 January]

30 September M.Clin.Dent.(Prosthodontics) 
Dental and Maxillofacial 

Radiology

Dental Public Health 

1 October Human Resource Management
Organizational Psychology 

31 October Agribusiness for Development
Agricultural Economics 
Applied Environmental 

Economics

Biodiversity Conservation and 
Management

Environmental Management
Managing Rural Development
Sustainable Agriculture and 

Rural Development

Sustainable Development

1 November Livestock Health and Production
Veterinary Epidemiology and 

Public Health

17 November Economic Principles
Finance and Financial Law
Financial Economics
Financial Management
Public Policy and Management
[please also see 1 April]

Details and application forms for all our 
programmes are available on our website:
www.londonexternal.ac.uk

P
h

o
to

: G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es



UCL’s revolutionary
brain scanner 

UCL scientists have developed a 
revolutionary portable brain scanner that
could aid the treatment – and potentially
help save the lives – of premature and 
newborn babies in intensive care. 

By providing vital information about brain
function at the cot side, the scanner avoids
the need to move critically ill babies to 
conventional scanning facilities, which may
involve sedating them and has a degree 
of risk. The data produced by the new 
scanner can be used to diagnose and
assess conditions such as brain 
haemorrhages and brain damage, and to
inform decisions on effective treatment. 

Researcher Dr Adam Gibson said: "The
technology we're developing has the
potential to produce high quality images at
the cot side...It could make an important
contribution to the care and treatment of
critically ill babies. Scanners could be 
available commercially within a few years." 

��: www.ucl.ac.uk
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Feedback
We would welcome your feedback on this issue and your letters/comments for future 
publication. Please email us at: newsletter@lon.ac.uk
This issue (and back issues) of the newsletter are available to download in the ‘Alumni’ 
area of our website. 

Around the London Colleges
Major scientific discoveries and investigations into social, political and economic issues ensure 
that academics at the University of London are widely regarded as world-leaders in research. 

www.londonexternal.ac.uk

Country’s oldest 
student is University
of London graduate 
Following a major nationwide search by the
National Institute of Adult Continuing
Education, Bernard Herzberg has officially
been recognised as the UK's oldest student
at the age of 96. 

Born in 1909 in Hanover, Germany, Bernard
fled Germany shortly after the Nazis seized
power, eventually settling in South Africa. 
In 1985, aged 75, Bernard was transferred
to London to establish a firm procuring
industrial chemicals and pharmaceuticals.
He finally retired at the age of 81, but far
from reaching for the pipe and slippers he
decided it was time to brush up on his
mother tongue, German. 

Bernard duly registered for a BA German
with the University of London External
Programme, successfully graduating in 
2000 at the age of 91. An outstanding
achievement in its own right, this merely
whetted his appetite for further study. 
The nonagenarian is now studying for an
MA in African Economics and Literature 
at SOAS.

University of London
scoops two Times
Higher awards 
The University of London has won two 
categories in the inaugural Times Higher
Awards 2005. Professor Lewis Elton, Honorary
Professor of Higher Education at UCL’s Centre
for the Advancement of Teaching & Learning,
picked up a Lifetime Achievement Award for
what the judges referred to as his “trailblazing
work on pedagogy” and for having inspired a 
generation of academics over a 60-year period. 

King’s College London won the ‘Business
Initiative Of The Year’ category for its drug 
discovery and development spin-out company,
Proximagen Neuroscience. Proximagen was
established in 2003 by Peter Jenner, Professor
of Pharmacology at King’s, to seek new 
treatments for neurodegenerative conditions
such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's disease.

The awards received widespread support
including Prime Minister Tony Blair recording a
special video message for the ceremony in
which he hailed the achievements of the UK's
world-beating higher education institutions. 

��: www.thes.co.uk/Awards/2005

SOAS wins joint bid 
A consortium of universities that includes
SOAS has recently been awarded a coveted
new contract for running the EU-funded
Executive Training Programmes for Japan 
and Korea. These one-year programmes have
a high profile internationally and are targeted
at talented young executives across Europe
who will go on to develop the language, 
cultural and management skills necessary to
work successfully in the Japanese or Korean
markets. 

Along with SOAS, the successful consortium
includes Sciences Po in Paris, the Bocconi
School of Management in Milan, Yonsei
University in Korea and Waseda University in
Japan. This group brings together universities
with leading expertise in the areas of 
management, and the teaching of Asian 
languages and cultures.

��: www.soas.ac.uk

New 240-hour short course from the RVC
The Royal Veterinary College, recently 
featured on BBC One’s Super Vets, is 
offering a new short course in Animal
Welfare. International in its scope, the course
considers current practices and viewpoints
on animal welfare, and will challenge your
analytical thinking and judgment within
today's social and agricultural context. The
materials for this course have been authored
by a team of international experts, led by
Professor Neville Gregory from the RVC.

As the course is offered by distance learning
you can fit your study around family and 
professional commitments. You may decide
to do this course on it’s own for personal

interest or professional
development. Or, as it is
a module within our
distance learning
MSc/Postgraduate
Diploma programme
in Livestock Health
and Production, 
you may wish to
study further.

�

�

�
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