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1. How significant has the Human Rights Act 1998 proved to be in enhancing the
courts’ powers to control the activities of government bodies?

2. To what extent does English administrative law now recognise the notion of a
substantive legitimate expectation? In what ways is this concept different from
the principle of estoppel?

3. ‘The trend in recent decisions on the issue of locus standi has been virtually to
eradicate standing as an obstacle to the attempts of citizens to challenge the
lawfulness of government actions before the courts.’

Discuss.
4. Would English law benefit from a wholesale or selective recognition of the

general principles of law developed by the European Court of Justice as
principles of English administrative law?

5. Do Ombudsmen serve any useful purpose within the governmental system?
6. What is meant by the concept of ‘illegality’ in English administrative law?
7. What criteria do the courts use to determine whether a body is amenable to

judicial review? Should the range of bodies subject to review be extended?

8. Is Dicey’s notion of the rule of law a helpful tool with which to explain the
nature of the relationship between the citizen, the executive and the courts in the
United Kingdom today?
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