
 
 

 

Course information 2011–12 
LA1010 Criminal law 
 
Syllabus 
This course examines general principles of criminal liability, a range of fatal and non-fatal 
offences against the person and selected offences against property. Attempts to commit 
offences, secondary liability and defences also form part of the University of London 
criminal law curriculum. Criminal law consists of a highly developed body of precisely 
formulated legal rules but as criminal conduct is subject to punishment it thus engages 
with broad issues of morality and policy. Understanding the tension between certainty in 
the law and social adaptation affects the development of criminal law will take students 
beyond the basic stage of understanding the substantive rules of criminal law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students should consult the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics, Management, 
Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually. The Prerequisites, Exclusions, and Syllabus are 
subject to confirmation in the Regulations. Notice is also given in the Regulations of any courses which are 
being phased out and students are advised to check course availability. 
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