
 

 

 

Reading list 2009–10 
44 Economics of development 

The current edition of the subject guide is the 2007 edition. This reading list was last updated in May 
2009. Any queries about this reading list should be directed to externalstudy@lse.ac.uk. 

Essential reading 
Basu, K. Analytical Development Economics: The Less Developed Economy Revisited. 

(Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997) [ISBN 9780262024235]. 
Murphy, K.M., A. Scheifer and R. Vishny, ‘Income Distribution, Market Size and 

Industrialization’, Quarterly Journal of Economics 104(3) 1989, pp. 537–564. [Available in 
the Online Library]. 

Ray, D. Development Economics. (Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1998) [ISBN 
9780691017068]. 

Thirlwall, A.P. Growth, and Development with Special Reference to Developing Economies. 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 2006) eighth edition [ISBN 9781403996015]. 

Todaro, M.P. and S.C. Smith Economic Development. (London: Pearson, 2008) tenth edition 
[ISBN 9780321485731].  

Further reading 
The following four books are particularly useful further reading for the unit. 
Ghatak, S. Introduction to Development Economics. (London and New York: Routledge, 2003) 

fourth edition [ISBN 9780415280761].  
Meier, G.M. and J.E. Rauch (eds) Leading Issues in Economic Development. (New York and 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) eighth edition [ISBN 9780195179606]. This is not a 
textbook in the strict sense. It is a collection of some of the most important literature in 
development economics with extremely useful notes contributed by the editors.  

Nafziger, E.W. Economic Development. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) fourth 
edition [ISBN 9780521829663].  

Siggel, E. Development Economics: A Policy Analysis Approach. (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2005) 
[ISBN 9780754642930]. 

Books 
Bliss, C.J. and N.H. Stern Palanpur: The Economy of an Indian Village. (Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1982) [ISBN 9780195614565]. Chapter 5. 
Boserup, E. Women’s Role in Economic Development. (London: Earthscan Publications, 1995) 

[ISBN 9781853830402]. 
Devereux, S. Theories of Famines. (New York and London: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993) 

[ISBN 9780133022179]. Chapter 2. 
Ellis, F. Peasant Economics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993) [ISBN 

9780521457118]. 
Elson, D. Male-Bias in the Development Process. (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 

1995) [ISBN 9780719042300]. 
Fry, J.M. Money, Interest, and Banking in Economic Development. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

Press, 1995) second edition [ISBN 9780801850271].  
Griffin, K. Alternative Strategies for Economic Development. (Macmillan, 1999) [ISBN 

9780312223403]. Chapter 6. 
Jones, C.I. Introduction to Economic Growth. (New York: W.W. Norton, 2002) second edition 

[ISBN 9780393977455]. Chapter 8. 
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Psacharopoulos, G. and M. Woodhall Education for Development: An Analysis of Investment 
Choices. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985) [ISBN 9780195204780]. 

Schultz, T.W. Transforming Traditional Agriculture. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1964) [ISBN 9780226740751]. 

Sen, A.K., Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation, (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1981) [ISBN 9780198284635].  

Thomas, J.J. Informal Sector Activity. (Hemel Hempstead: Harvester–Wheatsheaf, 1992) [ISBN 
9780472104208]. 

Van Den Berg, H. Economic Growth and Development. (New York: McGraw–Hill, 2001) 
[ISBN 9780072397970]. 

Journals 
Arabsheibani, G. ‘The Wiles Test Revisited’, Economics Letters, 29(4) 1989, pp. 361–64.  
Arabsheibani, G.R. and L. Manfor, ‘From Farashia to Military Uniform’, Economic 

Development and Cultural Change, 50(4) 2002, pp. 1007–1021. 
Arabsheibani, G. R. ‘Male–Female Earnings Differentials in an Islamic Country: The Case of 

Highly Educated Egyptians’, Education Economics, 8(2) 2000, pp. 129–138. 
Arabsheibani, G.R., F.G. Carneiro and A. Henley, ‘Gender Wage Differentials in Brazil: Trends 

over a Turbulent Era’. The World Bank Research Policy Paper 3148 (2003). 
Arabsheibani, G.R. and L Manfor, ‘Non-Linearities in Returns to Education in Libya’, 

Education Economics, 9(2) 2001, pp. 139–144. 
Arabsheibani, G.R., F.G. Carneiro and A. Henley, ‘Human Capital and Earnings Inequality in 

Brazil 1988–1998: Quantile Regression Evidence’, The World Bank Research Policy Paper 
3147 (2003).  

Athukorala, P. ‘Manufactured Exports from Developing Countries and Their Terms of Trade: A 
Re-examination of the Sarkar–Singer Results’, World Development, 21(10)1993, pp. 1607–
1613. 

Benjamin, D. ‘Can Unobserved Land Quality Explain the Inverse Productivity Relationship?’, 
Journal of Development Economics, 46, 1995, pp. 51–84.  

Bhaduri, A. ‘On the Formation on Usurious Interest Rates in Backward Agriculture’, 
Cambridge Journal of Economics, 1, 1977, pp. 341–352. 

Bhalla, J. and P. Roy ‘Mis-specification in Farm Size Productivity Analysis: The Role of Land 
Quality’, Oxford Economic Papers, 40, 1988, pp. 55–73. 

Bleaney, M.F. ‘Manufactured Exports of Developing Countries and Their Terms of Trade since 
1965: A Comment’ World Development, 21(10) 1993, pp. 1615–1616. 

Bliss, C. and N. Stern, ‘Productivity, Wages and Nutrition: Part I: Theory, Journal of 
Development Economics, 1978, pp. 331–362. 

Bliss, C. and N. Stern, ‘Productivity, Wages and Nutrition: Part II: Some Observations’, 
Journal of Development Economics, 1978, pp. 363–398. 

Basu, K. ‘Child Labor: Causes, Consequences and Cure, with Remarks on International Labor 
Standards’, Journal of Economic Literature, 37, 1999, pp. 1083–1120. 

Burgess, R. and J. Zhuang, ‘Modernisation and son preference’. Discussion Paper dedps29 
(LSE 2000), http://sticerd.lse.ac.uk/dps/de/dedps29.pdf 

Dorward, A. ‘Farm Size and Productivity in Malawian Smallholder Agriculture’, Journal of 
Development Studies, 35(5) 1999, pp. 141–161.  

Grilli, E.R. and M.C. Yang, ‘Primary Commodity Prices, Manufactured Goods Prices and the 
Terms of Trade in Developing Countries: What the Long Run Shows’, World Bank Review, 
2(1) 1988, pp. 1–48. 

Hallaghan, W. ‘Self–selection by Contractual Choice and the Theory of Sharecropping’, Bell 
Journal of Economics 9, 1978, pp. 344–54. 

Hopper, D.W,. ‘Allocation Efficiency in Traditional Indian Agriculture’, Journal of Farm 
Economics, August 1965. 

Immink, M.D.C. and F.E. Viteri, ‘Energy Intake and Productivity of Guatemalan Sugarcane 
Cutters: Part I’, Journal of Development Economics, 1981, pp. 251–272. 

Immink, M.D.C. and F.E. Viteri, ‘Energy intake and Productivity of Guatemalan Sugarcane 
Cutters: Part II’, Journal of Development Economics, 1981, pp. 272–287. 

Kavoussi, R.M. ‘International Trade and Economic Development: The Recent Experience of 
Developing Countries’, The Journal of Developing Areas, (19) 1985, pp. 379–392. 

Kravis, I.B. ‘Trade as a Handmaiden of Growth: Similarities Between the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries’, The Economic Journal  
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Levine, R. and D. Renelt, ‘A Sensitivity Analysis of Cross-Country Growth Regressions’, 
American Economic Review, 82(4) 1992, pp. 942–963. 

Lipton, M, ‘The Theory of Optimizing Peasant’, Journal of Development Studies, 3, 1968, pp. 
327–51.  

Mankiw, N.G., D. Romer and D. Weil, ‘A Contribution to Empirics of Economic Growth’, 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 107(2) 1992, pp. 407–437. 

Oster, E. ‘Hepatitis B and the Case of Missing Women’, Journal of Political Economy, 116(5) 
2005, pp. 1163–1216.  

Powell, A. ‘Commodity and Developing Country Terms of Trade: What Does the Long Run 
Show?’, The Economic Journal 101, 1991, pp. 1485–96. 

Sarkar, P. and H.W. Singer, ‘Manufactured Terms of Trade Deterioration: A Reply’, World 
Development, 21(10) 1993, pp. 1617–1620. 

Sen, A.K. ‘Development: Which Way Now?’, Economic Journal, 93(372) 1983, pp. 745–762.  
Singer, H.W. and P. Gray, ‘Trade Policy and Growth of Developing Countries: Some New 

Data’, World Development, 16, 1988, pp. 395–403.  
Stark, O., M.R. Gupta and D. Lehvari, ‘Equilibrium Urban Unemployment in Developing 

Countries: Is Migration the Culprit?’, Economics Letters, 37, 1991, pp. 477–482.  
Stern, N. ‘The Economics of Development: A Survey’, Economic Journal, 99(397) 1989, pp. 

597–685. 
Temple, J. ‘The New Growth Evidence’, Journal of Economic Literature, 37(1) 1999, pp. 112–

156. 
 

 

 

 

 

Making use of the Online library
• To help you read extensively, all External students have free access to the University of 

London Online library where you will find the full text or an abstract for many of the journal 
articles listed for this unit.  

• The Online library is accessed via the Student Portal at http://my.londonexternal.ac.uk/ 

• For most journals, the username and password you need is the same as the one which you 
have been sent to use for logging in to the Student Portal.  


